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FHANA Editorial Committee 
March 5, 2020 

Meeting Minutes 
 

In Attendance: Charlotte Dumford, Laurie Williams, Linda Hawkins, Kirk Steehler, Jason Tice, John Dumford 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. CST by Mr. Dumford 
 
Mr. Dumford started the meeting by emphasizing that the Committee has been very successful in its efforts over 
the past years, and there is no need to “reinvent the wheel” going forward.  Mr. Dumford stated he has asked Ms. 
Williams what could be done to assist her with putting the magazine together, and she indicated that consistently 
labeling Word documents and photos in a way that indicated their content would be helpful for her.  For instance, 
if an article concerned a competitor, the article file would have the competitor’s name, and all photos would 
correspond with the same name.  Currently, Ms. Williams spends hours matching up files and photos before she 
can begin to format the magazine.   
 
Mr. Dumford suggested creating a form email that could be sent to potential contributors containing formatting 
instructions: 1. Each article and all photographs need to have the same name in part; 2. All submissions have to 
be single spaced in Word unformatted 10 point Times New Roman; 3. No pdf submissions.  Ms. Williams agreed 
this would help. 
 
Ms. Williams expressed confusion with the way roughing worksheets had been formatted in the past, with 
worksheets for an entire year all contained in the document.  Ms. Williams suggested limiting the worksheet to 
only the specific issue being developed currently.  Ms. Hawkins also expressed confusion with the inclusion of 
an entire year in the worksheet.  Mr. Tice suggested the inclusion of a tab on the worksheet that would allow a 
specific issue to be separately dealt with while keeping the entire year at everyone’s fingertips.  The committee 
agreed this was a helpful solution. 
 
Mr Tice also suggested the creation of Google folder from which Ms. Williams could access all the files submitted 
instead of receiving files and photos in a series of emails.  Mr. Tice agreed he could set up the Google folder for 
the committee.  Laurie agreed the Google folder would help and also reminded the committee she is phasing out 
her farside email address and will be using only her Binghamton.edu email.  Mr. Dumford reiterated that, from 
now on, no email would be sent to the farside account and expressed hope that this would prevent any confusion 
arising from Ms. Williams’ having two email addresses. 
 
Mr. Dumford raised the issue of editorial assignments, noting Ms. Williams is editor in chief, and Ms. Hawkins 
remains human interest editor.  Ms. Hawkins agreed she still saw herself as human interest editor but stated her 
work also involved working with competitors.  Mr. Dumford asked if Ms. Hawkins would agree to be both human 
interest editor and sports/competition editor, and she agreed.  Mr. Dumford noted there were still question marks 
concerning who would serve as education and health editors.  Mr Dumford stated that, in thinking about the 
articles Dr. Steehler had submitted in the past, they seemed to fit under the health editor umbrella.  Dr. Steehler 
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agreed and suggested that he also fit under the farm management editor sphere.  The committee agreed.  Mr. 
Dumford stated that a question mark would remain next to the position of at-large editor but that, in a sense, all 
of the members of the committee were essentially at-large editors, given the small size of the committee.  Mr. 
Dumford expressed his desire to assign editorships for inclusion in the magazine going forward.  Mr. Tice 
confirmed that he remains the FHANA news editor.  Ms. Dumford confirmed she is the board liaison.   
 
As for additional committee members, Mr. Dumford stated he tried to recruit members at the AGM and knew 
Ms. Hawkins had also tried to recruit members.  Mr. Dumford was unable to recruit anyone.  Mr. Dumford stated 
that, specifically for the position of sport editor, he would like to see a true competitor take on the position.  Mr. 
Dumford suggested that the committee reach out to the gentleman who wrote an unsolicited, well-written article 
on the Central Mare Show in the Netherlands and stated he would look back to find the gentleman’s name and 
contact him.  Ms. Hawkins suggested the committee needed an east coast person and a west coast person because 
the committee as it stands is mostly Midwestern.  Ms. Hawkins stated she approached Debbie Kafka, but she was 
not interested.  Ms. Hawkins observed that “everybody is afraid of writing,” and the committee agreed.  Dr. 
Steehler suggested the committee would benefit from having someone with knowledge of IFSHA and its shows, 
and he suggested reaching out to Erin Miley.  Mr. Tice pointed out that Ms. Miley is already on two committees 
and might be stretched too thin.  Dr. Steehler suggested reaching out to Ms. Miley for just a single article about 
IFSHA and stressing that the committee would appreciate a single article without asking for a greater 
commitment.  Mr. Tice stated he had spoken with Teresa Bron, secretary on the board of the American Driving 
Society, as a possible connection whereby the committee could obtain articles from the American Driving Society.   
 
Mr. Dumford turned to the subject of the current issue: keuring preparation.  Mr. Dumford asked if there was 
currently a buyer for the cover of the magazine.  Mr. Tice stated the committee currently has no buyer for the 
cover, but Black Pearl Friesians was interested in the cover.  Ms. Hawkins suggested that a FHANA member 
bringing in two new stallions might be interested in the cover.  Dr. Steehler expressed interest in advertising in 
the magazine, possibly on the cover if an immediate need arose. 
 
Regarding articles in process, Mr. Dumford stated he was working on an article about the AGM.  Dr. Steehler 
and Mr. Tice both volunteered they have many photos from the AGM.  Dr. Steehler said he is working on a colic 
prevention article and expressed an interest in an article on diseases that are transferable between horses and 
humans.  Dr. Steehler asked how long the colic article should be, and Mr. Dumford stated that the article should 
be as long as possible and could be spread over multiple issues.  Mr. Dumford expressed the universal applicability 
of colic concerns in every situation in which a horse is involved.  Ms. Dumford suggested reprinting an article 
from The Horse about conditioning Friesians and stated the conditioning information was presented in a seminar 
at the Stallion Show.  Mr. Dumford asked about the process of obtaining permission to reprint articles from The 
Horse, and Ms. Williams stated she had the contact information for the person who had previously sent articles 
from The Horse.  Mr. Dumford stated he would contact The Horse after determining the exact article at issue.  
Ms. Hawkins stated she is working on a member profile article on a Region 5 dressage winner.  Ms. Hawkins 
stated she had heard about an article in process concerning what to do when your horse dies, and Ms. Dumford 
confirmed that Education Committee had a draft of that article.  Ms. Dumford stated the article was ready.   
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Mr. Dumford asked whether a committee in the spotlight article was possible for this issue.  Mr. Tice stated the 
Sponsorship Committee was a new committee established to go out and entice named sponsors.  Mr. Tice stated 
Amy Rogala is the chair of the Sponsorship Committee.   
 
Mr. Dumford stated he had heard about a focus on attracting young members and asked if this was associated 
with a particular committee or constituted more of a general goal.  Mr. Tice suggested a timely article might come 
from touching base with the strategic planning committee and what FHANA’s goals are for the next five years.  
The committee all approved this idea.  Mr. Dumford asked who would be the person to talk to about a five-year 
plan, and Mr. Tice identified himself as the person to talk to.  Ms. Dumford observed that Mr. Tice had already 
outlined the planning coming out of the strategic planning meeting.  Dr. Steehler volunteered to help in writing 
the article.  Mr. Tice stated the article would not be very difficult to write because of the assistance of the facilitator 
and Mr. Tice’s own notes. 
 
Mr. Dumford reminded the committee that persons who might have knowledge that could be turned into an article 
would not necessarily have to write the article themselves.  Mr. Dumford stressed that providing questions to a 
knowledgeable individual could lead to a report-style article generated from the answers.  In this way, reluctant 
experts might be drawn into providing information for an article.  Ms. Hawkins observed that she used this method 
for writing member profile articles. 
 
Regarding articles specific to keuring preparation, Mr. Dumford asked for specific ideas.  Ms. Hawkins observed 
there was little preparation back in the day, but now preparation is crucial.  Ms. Dumford volunteered to work 
with Mr. Dumford to develop an article on keuring preparation. 
 
Mr. Dumford raised the issue of a Horses2Fly article that had been in the works for a year and remarked on what 
a great contribution Horses2Fly made to the AGM by providing copies of The Friesian Horse to all attendees.  
Mr. Tice stated Horses2Fly was going to come on board as a major sponsor of FHANA inspections.  The 
committee agreed an article was necessary.  Mr. Dumford stated he would find the interview questions he wrote 
last year for Horses2Fly, and Dr. Steehler volunteered to contact them and write the article.  Dr. Steehler suggested 
an article on the process of importing a horse and a separate article on importing frozen semen. 
 
Next Meeting: April 16, 2020 (DROP DEAD DATE May 1, 2020) 
 
 
 
 

 


