
 

Editorial Committee Minutes 4.16.20 presented by John Dumford      | P a g e  
 

FHANA Editorial Committee 
April 16, 2020 

Meeting Minutes 
 

In Attendance: Charlotte Dumford, Laurie Williams, Linda Hawkins, Kirk Steehler, Annette Carpenter, Jason 
Tice, John Dumford 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:08 p.m. CST by Mr. Dumford 
 
Mr. Dumford started the meeting by apologizing for his technical difficulties in admitting everyone to this first 
committee meeting conducted on Zoom.  Mr. Dumford noted Danielle Barrasso was likely unable to attend the 
meeting because of the difficulty with Zoom.   
 
Mr. Dumford first asked Ms. Williams about the Google drive Mr. Tice set up and said Ms. Hawkins had dropped 
a member spotlight article into the Google drive the previous day.  Ms. Williams commented that the article was 
perfect because it features a youth participant.   
 
The discussion turned to the cover of the upcoming issue, and Mr. Dumford said that there were currently four 
photos currently being considered for the cover.  One photo showed a black horse on a black background, and 
Ms. Williams confirmed that black on black did not work on the cover or in the magazine because it was nearly 
impossible to make such a photo come out looking good.  The committee discussed a photo showing Thorben 
466 with a cherry blossom background and approved this photo.  Mr. Dumford noted a photo showing a horse 
and rider was available, and a previous cover had shown a horse with a rider, but the rider was cut out of the 
picture.  Ms. Hawkins said that just showing a horse was limiting because all Friesian horses are similar in 
appearance.  Ms. Hawkins said she did not have a problem with showing a rider on the cover but suggested the 
horse should be the focal point of a photograph appearing on the cover.  Ms. Carpenter said she would like to see 
a rider on the cover and would like to see the cover feature more disciplines, including carriage driving and youth 
competitors.  Ms. Carpenter observed that people say, “What’s a Friesian?” and think the hair is the only thing – 
the cover would be a good place to demonstrate Friesians’ good temperament, workability, and versatility.  The 
committee agreed that ridden horses and driven horses could be appropriate subjects for the cover of the magazine, 
but the focus should always be on the horse, not the rider.  Mr. Tice confirmed that Laura Zugzda does the covers 
of the magazine, and she should be told that a photograph showing a horse and rider should be a red flag and 
should not be automatically approved; however, such photographs are not per se disqualified. 
 
Mr. Tice asked how much room was available in the magazine for an article on strategic planning for FHANA’s 
future and said he would create a one-page list of seven strategic planning initiatives. 
 
Mr. Tice said that there would be no decision until June on whether there would be inspections this year.  Thus, 
there would be no dates to include in the magazine before it goes to print. 
 
Mr. Dumford noted that the next issue of the magazine would focus on sport and competition but asked what if 
there is no sport or competition.  Ms. Hawkins suggested the magazine could focus on members’ accomplishments 
in the previous year.  Mr. Dumford urged the committee to start thinking now about articles for the next issue. 
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Mr. Dumford said he had talked to Tiffany van der Kooi, owner of Thorben 466, who will be on the cover for this 
issue.  Mr. Dumford said the accompanying article will focus on a day in the life of an approved stallion and 
emphasize that being a breeding stallion is a full time job.   
 
Dr. Steehler reported that he had finished his article about colic prevention but had no photographs to accompany 
the article.  The committee suggested including pictures of a horse rolling or banamine tubes with an appropriate 
disclaimer.  Dr. Steehler said he had friends he could ask for appropriate photographs.  Dr. Steehler said that, with 
regards to the article about Horses2Fly, he had submitted questions to Alex but had received no reply.  Dr. Steehler 
said he would call and follow up.  Dr. Steehler said he was also working on an article concerning diseases that 
can pass between horses and humans.  Mr. Dumford remarked that this sounded like a particularly timely article.   
 
The committee reviewed the articles that were ready as of the time of the meeting: articles on keuring preparation, 
member spotlight, news, and member accomplishments.  The issue of an article about a featured committee arose, 
and Mr. Tice said he would reach out to the finance committee, which is currently working to save money in light 
of the effects of the pandemic.  Mr. Tice said he would contact Eric Smith, chair of the finance committee.  The 
committee discussed the absence of “Ask FHANA” articles and Mr. Tice said he would put a button on the 
website to solicit members’ questions.  Mr. Tice said he would soon have an article ready on FHANA’s strategic 
planning.  Regarding “Let’s Friesian” photographs, Ms. Dumford said she would look for some appropriate 
photographs.  Mr. Tice said he had only received two foal photographs for a contest, and the committee suggested 
putting both foals in the magazine.   
 
Mr. Dumford brought up the subject of “articles” from advertisers and expressed concern that such articles ran 
the risk of becoming lengthy advertisements more than articles that served the membership.  Dr. Steehler 
volunteered to work with Young Living on an article about essential oils generally and their use with horses.  Dr. 
Steehler and Dr. Palermo use essential oils and are most qualified to write on the topic.   
 
 
Next Zoom Meeting: June 4, 2020  
 
 
 
 

 


