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FMC Meeting  
April 18, 2020 

1-515-606-5383 
Pass code - 521364 

 
 

 
In Attendance:  
Sharon Bechler- Central California Friesian Horse Club 
Janice DeBoer Vermerris – Michigan Friesian Horse Association 
Beatrice Whiteley – Friesian Horse Club of Southern California 
Nina Miller – West Coast Friesian Horse 
Danielle Piascik– North East Friesian Horse Club 
Jack Vanderkooy – Ontario Friesian Horse Club 
Beverly McGowan - Lone Star Friesian Horse Club 
Tiffany van der Kooi – Great Lakes Friesian Horse Association 
Kay Veinotte – Pacific Horse Club 
Marvel Jeffcoat- South Central Friesian Horse Association 
Carrie Blair – Ohio Valley Friesian Horse Association 
Danielle Barrasso - Friesian Horse Association of New England  
Tammy Ammen – FHAME 
Annie Muilwijk - Alberta Friesian Horse Association (Annie attended on her behalf) 
Lori Brock - Guest 
 
Angie DePuydt – FHANA Board Representative 
Jo Ann Clough– Administrator 
Kelly Twambly - Administrator 
  
Members Not Present: 
Anna Osinga – Atlantic Canada Friesian Horse Association 
Will Bron - Northwest Friesian Horse Club 
Margaret Devetten - Alberta Friesian Horse Association (Annie attended on her behalf) 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order- The April 18, 2020 meeting was called to order by Ms. Bechler 
at 8:03 EDT.   Ms. Bechler thanked for all dialing in on a Saturday. 
 

2. Approval of two sets of minutes- FMC meeting prior to the AGM (Feb 19th) 
& the FMC meeting during the AGM (Feb 29th).  As the March 28th discussion 
was informal, approval is not required, but notes are included for your 
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records.  (See attachments).  A motion to approve the minutes was made by 
Ms. Barrasso and seconded by Ms. McGowan.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
Old Business 
 
3. Consideration of the proposed new chapter, the North Michigan Friesian 

Club; Ms. Lori Brock joined the meeting to answer questions from FMC 
members.   
 
Ms. Brock proposed the creation of the North Michigan Friesian Club and was 
available to respond to questions.  Ms. Bechler opened the discussion for 
questions by the FMC members.  Ms. Jeffcoat asked about their proposed 
board make-up which included a husband and wife team.  Ms. Brock said she 
obtained permission to utilize a married couple on their board by FHANA; Ms. 
Brock asked Mr. Tice and he said that this was permissible.  They also 
changed the name of their proposed club to ensure the two Michigan clubs 
could be distinguished.  Ms. Muilwijk asked if the club size was too small.  Ms. 
Vermerris stated that they had 60 in their club and that the second Michigan 
club had less but from her perspective that was totally fine.  Ms. Jeffcoat 
indicated that she still had concerns as previously stated.  Ms. Bechler 
indicated that the North Michigan club has met all chapter requirements.  Ms. 
McGowan indicated she supported the chapter since they made the 
requirements and that they were supported by the other Michigan chapter.  
Ms. Jeffcoat worried that this seems a bit redundant to have a second club in 
the state of Michigan.  Mr. Vanderkooy stated that many chapters organize 
Keurings and in this case, the Michigan Chapter has been around for a long 
time.  He commented that they have chosen to have their Keurings in Indiana.  
Mr. Vanderkooy appreciated that Ms. Brock is having a Keuring in Michigan 
and sees this as aa win-win situation.  Ms. Vermerris stated that they did not 
move their Keuring permanently to Indiana.  Their Keuring was so large and 
that it was difficult to find a venue that could accommodate their size.  She 
stated that a new facility is being constructed in Michigan and that their club is 
on the list for the new facility.  Ms. Jeffcoat asked if they had moved to a 
different facility because of a safety issue.  She asked if there were unsafe 
stalls and if the site flooded.  Ms. Vermerris indicated that they struggled 
every year especially with stallions.  Also, she commented that it was a 
challenge to find appropriate footings, and the weather was an issue.  Their 
club voted on three sites and selected Indiana; this is not a permanent 
location.  Ms. Jeffcoat asked Ms. Vermerris that when they move to the new 
facility would this create issues with the proposed Michigan chapter.   Ms. 
Bechler commented that the new site will not be built for a couple of years so 
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it is hard to predict what will happen in the future.  The current site Ms. Brock 
is utilizing is working well for her group.  Ms. Bechler asked for members to 
vote on approving the new chapter.  There was one nay and the rest of 
the membership voted yes to approving the proposed North Michigan 
Chapter.  Ms. Bechler stated that we reached a consensus and will move 
this on to the Board of Directors.  

 
4. Board Updates – Ms. DePuydt informed the membership that FHANA’s 

insurance company is adding a new requirement so costs for 2021 can be 
properly forecasted for chapters.  She informed all that they will need to add 
space on the chapter application and renewals to list known events chapters 
intend to host that will fall under FHANA.  Ms. Miller commented that we may 
not know and therefore could not predict all that might occur.  Ms. DePuydt 
agreed that it might be a challenge but if you have recurring events, FHANA 
needs to know. This information is only needed for those needing FHANA 
insurance coverage.  Ms. Jeffcoat asked - How do you determine what 
FHANA would cover versus what a chapter would cover?  Ms. DePuydt asked 
what chapters carried insurance.  Several clubs on the call responded that 
they do carry their own chapter insurance.  Ms. Barrasso indicated that they 
have Equine Affair, Inspections, and other events.  Ms. Bechler stated that we 
could collect this information for Ms. DePuydt and indicated that it would be 
beneficial if FHANA could cover these activities.   Ms. Jeffcoat commented 
that her club pays $500 – 700 dollars for chapter insurance coverage.  Ms. 
Bechler commented that this is a good discussion, so we better understand 
insurance requirements.   Ms. DePuydt will continue to work with FHANA on 
her end for this action item.  Mr. Vanderkooy reported that his club buys 
insurance at a rate of $500 per year.  He also commented that they ask their 
members to be involved with the Equine Federation which gives them 
personal liability insurance.  The membership is $35 per year and is a great 
benefit to get additional insurance.  

 
Ms. DePuydt stated that many people are speculating if the 2020 Inspections 
will occur considering the COVID-19 pandemic.  She reported that we will not 
know until mid-June.  This is a unique year with significant financial 
implications; this will reduce revenue and FHANA will need to make cost 
savings measures.  They will be freezing expenses for items that are not 
already in the budget. FHANA will do their level best to come in on budget.  
She also reported that the Strategic Planning document is being finalized by 
Mr. Tice and that it might be reviewed by the Board next week.  They are 
almost done with the action plan associated with the strategic planning goals. 
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5. Additional requests for educational materials for use during this year’s 
Inspections.  Ms. Clough reported that the recommendations received to 
date from site hosts and the FMC were forwarded to Ms. Lisa Baker and Ms. 
Angie DePuydt.  These suggestions included educational materials on 
preparations for: the Inspection; the IBOPs; and Inspection preparation 
across the age span of the Friesian horse.  A recent educational topic 
discussed at the Inspection Committee meeting was the possibility and 
benefits of creating a webinar on attending and/or managing an Inspection in-
line with current CDC health recommendations.  Currently the Inspection 
Committee is developing a COVID plan to submit to the KFPS that would be 
used to standardize health procedures across sites for the Inspections.  Ms. 
Bechler indicated that plans have been discussed to create 15-minute videos 
so that members can go to website if they have Inspection questions.  The list 
of topics includes but is not limited to fitness training; walk, trot on the triangle; 
preparing a foal, yearling, 2 year; and clipping and grooming tips. Ms. 
Barrasso asked if something could be created that addressed shoeing 
requirements.  Ms. Bechler acknowledged that this was a great suggestion.  
Ms. Whitely asked if we could add educational materials on the 
documentation needed for Inspections, that folks don’t always show up with 
the needed papers.  She suggested that this should include a checklist.  If 
members come to the Inspection and do not have the correct documents 
(Coggins, health certificates that vary by state), they turn people away.  Ms. 
DePuydt reported that the Education Committee met this week and they are 
planning on doing an educational series, they will break it up into small topics.  
They have people who would be willing to help create short videos.  They will 
be reviewing old materials, pulling out educational articles related to 
Inspections.  They will publish the links once this is organized.  You will start 
to see these educational opportunities coming out soon.  The FMC will roll up 
what is being requested and to prioritize the list, this will be combined with 
Educational Committee’s list.   Ms. Veinotte asked if shots will be mandatory.  
It was clarified that this is not and will not be a requirement in 2020.    
 

6. FMC Chair nominations and election - Ms. McGowan nominated Ms. 
Bechler for the FMC 2020 Chair and Ms. Miller seconded the nomination. The 
motion passed unanimously.  Members commented that they are pleased 
with Ms. Bechler’s leadership, that she is neutral, not biased, that people love 
her, and that she was perfect for the position. 

 
7. Any updates related to COVID status (Please see FHANA’s COVID 

statement, attached) Ms. DePuydt stated that FHANA is planning on both the 
Keuring and Mare Shows.  She commented that all committees are working 
hard and that there will be recommendations related to safety.  She advised 
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members to move forward and get theirs horses ready for the Inspection.  Ms. 
Barrasso asked what will happen if IFSHA does not run the World Show.  Not 
much impact per Ms. Bechler, the only difference is that we would not be 
associated with IFSA. 
 

8. Roundtable Discussion  
Ms. Vermerris reported that they are exploring a Junior Club for their chapter.  
This would be for members age 12-21.  This would include sports kids and 
introduce them to Friesians.  They are planning to have mini clinics specific to 
Friesians.  They are working with chapter members to determine how many 
are interested.  They plan to start small and grow the initiative. It was noted 
that there are 350 KFPS members in their youth group.  Ms. Barrasso 
commented that their youth group is very involved with community services, 
they have a large presence at events like Equine Affair.  Ms. Jeffcoat 
indicated that the Membership Committee and Strategic Planning have the 
Youth Category on the radar for North America.  Ms. Bechler stated we could 
canvas our chapters to see how many young members have would be 
interested.    
 
Ms. Veinotte asked if down payments made for the Inspections by chapters 
would need to be absorbed by the chapter.   Ms. DePuydt indicate it is too 
early to speculate, we are planning on having the Inspections unless we are 
told otherwise.  There will be a discussion next week at the Board meeting. If 
members have specific questions, please submit them to Ms. Bechler and 
from there they will be submitted to the Board to address.  With respect to 
club’s carrying insurance, Mr. Vanderkooy made a down payment for his site 
and can cancel 90 days, after 90 days it is nonrefundable.  Ms. Barrasso 
related they have a 50% discount on deposit, non-refundable. 
 
List of items FMC is to submit to Ms. DePuydt 

1. COVID educational suggestion, list and priorities for education  
2. List of Inspection concerns 
3. Listing of chapters carrying insurance   

 
9. Next Meeting Date – May 16 Saturday   

 
10.  Motion to Adjourn 

 
 

 
Recorder – Jo Clough 


