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FMC Meeting  
May 16, 2020 

1-515-606-5383 
Pass code - 521364 

 
 
In Attendance:  
Sharon Bechler- Central California Friesian Horse Club 
Janice DeBoer Vermerris – Michigan Friesian Horse Association 
Nina Miller – West Coast Friesian Horse 
Danielle Piascik– North East Friesian Horse Club 
Jack Vanderkooy – Ontario Friesian Horse Club 
Beverly McGowan - Lone Star Friesian Horse Club 
Tiffany van der Kooi – Great Lakes Friesian Horse Association 
Kay Veinotte – Pacific Horse Club 
Marvel Jeffcoat- South Central Friesian Horse Association 
Tammy Ammen – FHAME 
Will Bron - Northwest Friesian Horse Club 
Anna Osinga – Atlantic Canada Friesian Horse Association 
Greg Walsh – Sierra Nevada Friesian Horse Club 
 
Angie DePuydt – FHANA Board Representative 
Jo Ann Clough– Administrator 
Kelly Twambly - Administrator 
  
Members Not Present: 
Margaret Devetten - Alberta Friesian Horse Association 
Beatrice Whiteley – Friesian Horse Club of Southern California 
Danielle Barrasso - Friesian Horse Association of New England 
Allison Sable – Mountain Time Friesian Chapter 
Annie Muilwijk – Alberta Friesian Horse Association 
Lori Brock – North Michigan Friesian Club 
Carrie Blair – Ohio Valley Friesian Horse Association 
 

1. Call to Order- The May 16, 2020 meeting was called to order by Ms. Bechler 
at 8:03 EDT.  Ms. Bechler thanked for all dialing in and she welcomed Ms. 
Brock’s new North Michigan Friesian Horse club to the FMC.   
 

2. Approval of the April 18, 2020 minutes- A motion to approve the minutes 
was made by Ms. McGowan and seconded by Ms. Piascik. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
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Old Business 
 
3. FHANA Board Update – Ms. DePuydt provided an update on motions 

passed by the FHANA Board including the suspension of the ABFP fee ($50) 
given there is no offspring testing in 2020.  In addition, there will be no 
Education Week.  She reported that there have been changes made in 
budgeting in 2020, some impact marketing and payroll. FHANA is looking at 
trends and consequently, additional funding changes may occur to balance 
this year’s budget. She also indicated that the Inspection Handbook was 
approved by the Board.   
 
Ms. DePuydt updated all on the 2021 AGM, FHANA must balance the risk of 
COVID-19 and sponsoring this event. She anticipates that COVID is likely to 
have broad impacts on travel. FHANA’s work continues renegotiating their 
approach for this annual event. She also reported that the North Michigan 
Friesian Club and that the final strategic planning document were approved.  
FHANA committees received information on the strategic planning document 
and related goals, she stated that we need to stay on top of these goals and 
keep track of our action items. She reported that the Board will meet with the 
KFPS the first week of June. They will discuss in detail what the KFPS would 
like to do this year. After these discussions, the Board will make a final 
decision as how to proceed.  She stated that the IFSHA show was cancelled 
and questioned now what to do with Ohio and the East Coast Mare Show. As 
it stands, the ABFP and Education Week are the only things cancelled at this 
time.  Ms. Bechler commented that we need to be flexible considering the 
pandemic.  Ms. DePuydt advised members to pick up the phone and call a 
board member with any concerns, they are happy to discuss your issues and 
concerns.  

 
4. Equine Insurance – Ms. Bechler reported that the insurance information 

received from chapters was interesting and that they are still waiting on the 
amount Southern California is spending (page 7). So far approximately 
$4,000 is being spent on chapter insurance across North America. Seven 
clubs have insurance and seven do not. She indicated that there may be 
reasons that chapters need their own insurance.  She stated that once this 
insurance information is presented to the Board that perhaps maybe some 
things can be combined. Ms. DePuydt was surprised about the findings on 
the insurance data and expressed that paying $700-800 for a policy is a great 
deal of money.  She reported that FHANA pays $6,000 a year for equine 
insurance.  FHANA will list what is covered by their policy for members.  
Perhaps they would cover a subset of events so that chapters would not need 
to buy a separate policy.  She is curious to dig into this information a little 
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further.  Ms. Bechler sees this as an opportunity moving forward.  
 

New Business 
 

5. Roundtable Discussion – Ms. Miller asked what FMC members are feeling 
about the 2020 Inspection situation. Mr. Vanderkooy commented on social 
distancing and wondered what the KFPS judges would feel about sitting on 
an airplane near others.  It was noted that the judges would be asked to 
quarantine for two weeks if they traveled to North America.  He asked if there 
was a possibility of proceeding with video as an alternative to in-person 
judging.  He stated he would love to show his adult horses in a cage on video 
to a KFPS judge sitting in Holland.  With this approach we would not need 
runners, the horses would run at liberty.  Mr. Vanderkooy noted that foals 
would be shown with a mare and that no runners would be needed. He is still 
hopeful that we do not lose an Inspection this year. He hopes the Member 
Council does not discourage them from finding a solution.  Per Ms. Bechler a 
video had already been discussed and this approach will be continued to be 
discussed at the June meeting between the KFPS and FHANA.  She is not 
sure how open they would be to this suggestion.  Ms. DePuydt stated that up 
until now their answer was no to using videos; they were not in favor given 
there is too many elements such as the need for a close inspection of the 
legs.  She added that we may be able to convince them but as of now they 
would not allow video.  She reported that Marketing discussed the merits of 
an informal video Inspection. This would allow members to obtain feedback 
from the judges.  Again, as of now, the full inspection via video is not 
possible.  Mr. Bron questioned what the FMC feels about this issue.  He 
indicated that in his region they are one of the worst with respect to the virus.  
He asked if FMC members wanted an Inspection.  It was discussed that the 
Inspection at the time of September 11 was cancelled and that it was not the 
end of the world.  Ms. DePuydt stated that she would like feedback from our 
members - Do our members want to have Inspections if allowed? If was noted 
that if participant numbers were down that this would have major budget 
effects, it could cause a financial loss. Ms. Miller noted that the Inspection 
during September 11th was cancelled a few days after the attack. Three large 
keurings were scheduled to make up for it but the judges cancelled because 
the U.S was at war with Iraq.  She stated that we could have a second wave 
of the virus, so our future was unpredictable. She commented that until they 
have a vaccine, people are at risk. Ms. Osinga stated she was excited about 
having an Inspection in 2020 because they have one every other year.  She 
indicated that people are now worried about the economy and that 
registrations could be down.  She reported that no one is currently sick on her 
island.  Ms. Miller commented that in 2002, they had large Inspections, that 
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FHANA did catch up and they got thru it.  Ms. Osinga reported that they have 
two weeks quarantined in their region that would impact Inspection travel.  
Ms. Bechler noted that different areas have different issues in the U.S., that 
there are many unknowns. Ms. van der Kooi reported that she talked to her 
club officers and that they were of the same opinion about the Inspections. 
They were concerned about travel issues and that states vary greatly on their 
guidelines. She notes that breedings are down, an observation and evidence 
of how people are trying to save money.  Without a vaccine, she asked if they 
would even go.  Ms. van der Kooi remarked that their officers would have to 
attend the Inspection, but other club members may not. She thinks we would 
not even break-even hosting Inspections. She reported that it is terrible in 
Illinois with respect to the pandemic and that they are right behind New York.  
She advised that we talk to clubs representatives to get their feedback across 
North America. Ms. Veinotte stated that they are willing to have the 
Inspection, her area is not as affected.  Ms. Bechler stated she is not sure the 
virus will die down and that people may not have the numbers due to both the 
poor economy and fear of exposure.  It was noted that the Netherlands are 
not having their Inspections and asked why would they do ours in North 
America?  Ms. Piascik reported that for her club half will bring their horses, 
half of her board members do not feel comfortable attending.  She noted that 
if the judges come, they will participate.  Ms. Jeffcoat suggested that a survey 
of members be conducted as to who is planning on attending.  She posted 
the question on her FB page and most people sided on caution.  Ms. DePuydt 
stated that a survey will be discussed with the Board.  She commented that 
the Board will not decide quickly, this is one of the most complex issues that 
they have ever faced.  There are three countries, immigration rules, separate 
rules for the states and for Canada.  Some FHANA members travel seven 
hours to drive to an Inspection and have many stops to make along the way 
and a hotel stay, this is a massive problem considering the virus.  She noted 
that it would be easy if the KFPS does not come, but FHANA will do whatever 
they can. Ms. DePuydt commented that there may be more risk in having it 
from a financial perspective. If we have inspections and folks do not turn out 
this would have financial implications.  Mr. Bron noted that these were good 
points that people need to understand and stated that if we do not have a 
Keuring it is not at the end of the world.  Mr. Vanderkooy had not heard if the 
Ontario chapter members would support an Inspection if the KFPS would 
make it happen.  He did state that as a breeder, it may not be the end of the 
world, but he would like to have his 3 and 4-year olds judged given he sells 
horses. He asked If they put things on hold do they stop selling horses?  He 
noted for serious breeders it has quite an impact. He feels that serious 
breeders are the most effected.  Mr. Walsh agreed with Mr. Vanderkooy’s 
comments.  He also has several adults to take to the Inspections and his 
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horses have IBOPs to perform.  He noted that this is not the end of the world, 
but again it has a significant impact.  Ms. Bechler stated that we need to look 
at other options.  She reported that they use videos for stallions. They have 
some drawbacks, but maybe they could make it work for other categories.  
She also noted that small breeders are also affected if the Inspections are 
cancelled.  Ms. Miller added that this also affects breeding decisions when 
you are going for Ster.  Ms. Vermerris agreed with Mr. Vanderkooy as it 
relates to judging adults.  She noted that there is a lesser chance for foals to 
go this year, a better chance that adults will attend.  She predicts their 
Inspection would be down a third from normal.  Ms. Bechler indicated that 
maybe we do not have the foals shown, only older horses and IBOPs. Ms. 
DePuydt wondered what the impact would be on sites as it relates to their 
revenue - could they even break even?  She stated that we need to protect 
our site hosts from losses.  She commented that we do not want them to incur 
any financial liability.  She wondered what sites can get out of their deposits 
and noted that we would need to reimburse them if they cannot.  Ms. 
Vermerris indicated that they are getting remote video riding lessons with 
Jenny Veenstra that they must reschedule at times because there are too 
many people on the internet.  It can go well at times, sometimes the picture is 
fabulous and sometimes it is not.  She commented that many may not have 
the video equipment to make it fair across North America.  Mr. Walsh 
commented that you can do a recorded video or a live video. Recorded video 
is workable, you do not want the technical difficulties with live videos. There 
are also several ways to see if someone has edited the video. Ms. DePuydt 
asked what members would do if they do not have technical capabilities and 
second, how do you verify the microchip - it is a real limitation. Ms. Osinga 
commented that on video you really cannot really check the legs and for 
blemishes.  Ms. McGowan reported that her group is currently involved with 
charity events and that it will be interesting to see how these events go with 
the new virus guidelines.  She reported that they must wear a mask unless 
riding.  Also, there are no award pictures and they are segregating barns.  
They have hired off duty police officers and you must have IDs. Grooms 
cannot spend nighttime in the barn.  She noted it is hard with these 
stipulations. Mr. Walsh asked about the foal registration fees if there is no 
Inspection. Ms. DePuydt stated that they can be inspected as yearlings at no 
cost in 2021. 
 
Ms. Clough reported that the Inspection Committee completed their COVID-
19 plan for the 2020 Inspection.  This document includes information on who 
can safely attend an Inspection, procedures for preventing the spread of 
infections including CDC guidelines relating to social distancing, use of hand 
sanitizer, eliminating social gatherings and the availability of food, 
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recommended supplies such as a non-contact thermometer to have available 
at the site, and the like.  This document will be reviewed by the Board.  The 
document was initially requested so FHANA could share our infection 
prevention plan with the KFPS.  The inspection committee is also reviewing 
insurance coverage and waivers as it relates to COVID-19.  She asked 
members to feel free to contact her directly with Inspection concerns and that 
she would relate these to the Inspection Committee. 
 
Ms. Bechler discussed with members what day is best for our monthly FMC 
call.  For now, we will continue with Saturdays.  This could change back to the 
weekday in the future. 

 
Ms. Osinga requested an update on the equine insurance for our next FMC 
meeting. 
 

6. Next Meeting Date - June 20  
 

7.  Motion to Adjourn – Ms. McGowan and seconded by Ms. Piascik 
 
 

 
Recorder – Jo Clough 
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SUMMARY OF FHANA CHAPTER INSURANCES 
 
Alberta Friesian Horse Association (AFHA)  
Does purchase their own insurance.   
 Capri Insurance – 2020 Basic Liability insurance: 360.00 

Capri Insurance -  2020 Management Liability insurance: 350.00 
AEF (Alberta Equestrian Federation) mandatory cub membership for the 
insurance: $  78.75 

 Total: 788.75 cad 
 Capri insurance requires personal AEF insurance of our members when 

participating in events organized by AFHA. 
 
Friesian Club of Southern California 
 Does purchase their own insurance.  
 We have insurance mainly because we have a nice club trailer to store all our 

keuring stuff in. I am still getting actual details for your info price what all covers 
ext..  

 Beatrice Whiteley will research and send premium amounts asap 
 
Great Lakes Friesian Horse Association  
 Does purchase their own insurance.   
 We pay between $800 and $900 per year depending on how many events we host 

and participate in each year. 
 

Lone Star Friesian Horse Club of Texas  
 Does purchase their own insurance.  
 1-million-dollar liability - Underwritten by Lloyd's - zero deducible - no yearly 

premiums 
 underwritten by Lloyd's  
 we got it thru one of our Sponsors - Ross and Mathews P.C. Law Firm THEY pay our 

yearly premium of 350.00 we don't our payout deducible is zero, also Mark works 
for them as an Independent contractor for CDL legal commercial driver seminars. 
It’s used under the same principle as USEF insurance for our Chapter members and 
guest at events only, likes parades, horse shows, and venues, it cannot be for profit 
as in selling horses or being paid to use our horse aka commercial carriage horses.  

 725,000.00 in accidental death and disablement benefits. we have had for 3 years 
never used it.  

 We also personally have a million-dollar policy attached to our farm insurance, its 
60.00 per year Farm Bureau and we are also members of USEF and so are our show 
horses.  You can buy a USEF fan membership for 25.00 and then ad liability 
insurance 18.00 to 25.00 depends on if you are a junior or senior.  
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North East Friesian Horse Club 
 Does purchase their own insurance.  
 We have a general liability insurance policy, which covers things like our clinics, 

shows, demos, etc. This policy is $482.  
 We also have a Board of Directors policy which covers the Board should we be sued. 

This policy is about $300 or so. 
 
The Ohio Valley Friesian Horse Association  
 Does purchase their own insurance.   
 The premium for 2020 is $595.00.   

 
The Ontario Friesian Horse Association insurance 
 Does purchase their own insurance Coverage costs our Chapter approximately $525 

Canadian per year.  
 Our Keuring venue requires that we carry liability insurance and of course our other 

activities also benefit.  
 
Atlantic Canada Friesian Horse Association 
 Does not purchase chapter insurance. 
 We do request that everyone has their own personal equine insurance. With a 

liability of 5 million. 
 It is our understanding that FHANA provides facility insurance for events hosted by 

a chapter. 
 
Central California Friesian Horse Club 
 Does not purchase chapter insurance. 

 
Friesian Horse Association of the Mid East 
 Does not purchase chapter insurance. 

 
Michigan Friesian Horse Club   
 Does not purchase chapter insurance. 
 We do not host horse shows, just the keuring and that is covered via FHANA.  Our 

other activities...each participating member uses their farm liability insurance 
(parades, clinics, etc.) 

 
Mountain Time  
 Does not purchase chapter insurance. 



 
 

9 
 

 We attend existing horse shows. Some members have USEF add on insurance most 
do not. Right now, we cover 4 states, so we do not have a central location to plan 
separate events. 

 
North West Friesian Horse Club 
 Does not purchase chapter insurance. 
 We normally have fewer than 5 events a year which requires insurance. We are 

covered under a rider policy with insurance from FHANA. In the spring we notify 
FHANA of our events for the year 

 
The Pacific Friesian Horses Club  
 Does not purchase chapter insurance. 

 
The total of all these premiums is 3840.00 
 


