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dtobea Utopian dream, but finally we did it: Friesian horses perform at Grand Prix Jeve] In Belgi
r favorite, Adel. In America the public loves Goffert. During our Anniversary show we’|| see tglllum
Jos Hofer and Drys and Wil Gerritsen with Feycko were a true revelatio: in ;nzj
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from the common West-European horse (the knight’s horse o
destrier). The West-European horse was mostly a riding horser
used in battle. William the Conqueror (Battle at Hasting; 10665
used stallions that looked very much like Friesian;. The
Hungarian King Louis II rode a black Friesian stallion in the
battle against the Turks. Friesian stallions were imported by
William of Prussia in 1624 because of their good characteristics.
eter Spahn and Adel Paintings of the old masters show horses with a great
resemblance to our current Friesians. They have a baroque type
with beautiful long crested necks, long fetlocks, small heads
and ears and round, strong hindquarters with a low-set tail.

The Friesian horse has been going through a high speed
Jevelopment in the dressage sport lately, and the end is not yet
in sight. At the KFPS championships we saw Friesian horses
in all levels, from training level through Grand Prix. This is
unique and that it happened in the Anniversary year of the

Studbook ... absolutely marvelous.

History was written in Kootwijk. Marc-P
showed the Grand Prix, Saskia Meinema with Frizo van de
Oostwal, and Esther Liano with Ielke rode the Prix St. George.
There were five combinations in the ZZ-light level.

The etching of the Friesian stallion, Phryso (Jan van der Straat,
1568) from Don Juan of Austria in Napels, is famous. Our own
magazine (first issue in 1950) is named after this stallion. The
nobility was keen to have and breed this type of horse, and
they gave him a thorough training in the classical art of riding.
Now we call it High School Dressage. The selection for the
collected exercises such as piaffe and passage is something
that we still profit from at this time.

The Knight’s Horse is a Riding Horse
But all this is less surprising if we look beyond the 125 years
of breeding purebred Friesians. The Friesian horse originates

Farm Work Horse
Much later, when the breed could only be found in the northern
provinces of the Netherlands, the Friesian became a workhorse
for the farmers. As of 1920, the public interest for the
Friesian as a luxury carriage horse or riding horse had
come to an end. Until 1960 the Friesian was very por?ular
as a working horse, but with the beginning of thc)
mechanization the Friesian soon disappeared from Fhu
farms. In 1976 the Studbook even considfred becoming

a member of the “Rare Pets Association-
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At the moment, we’rg still d .
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