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Education Committee Meeting Minutes:  June 23rd 2020 
 
In Attendance: Lisa Baker (Chair), Angie DePuydt (Board Liaison), Marion Troyer, Sharon 
Bechler, Caron Osborn, Eliese Tillman, Will Bron and Lauren Barnes. 
 
Not Present: Michelle Swiegart 
 
Budget Information 
Measure Goal: N/A at this time  Measure Actual: $0 
Revenue Budget: $0    Revenue Actual: $0 
Expense Budget: $0    Expense Actual: $0 
   
Education Classes (Cancelled for 2020) 
Measure Goal: Number of Students  Measure Actual: 0 Students 
Revenue Budget: $0    Revenue Actual: $0 
Expense Budget: $0    Expense Actual: $0 

 
FHANA STRATEGIC PLANNING GOALS 
 

1.1 Leader in genetic research and equine wellness. 
 
1.2.1 Goal: To be the leader in the equine industry within the Friesian horse in genetic 

research and equine wellness.  We want to work hand in hand with other Agencies, Universities, 
Non-Profits, and Foundations to be the leaders in research and help support them with their 
research.    
 

Action Update: Ms. Bechler reported she is working on list of current veterinary 
research projects involving Friesians.  She has been personally contacting researchers and 
universities to confirm her list.  She estimates it will take three to four months to complete 
a comprehensive list.  Ms. DePuydt reported she inquired with Mr. Tice to see if Amazon 
Smile might be a program FHANA could use to raise funds for research but unfortunately 
FHANA is ineligible as a 501c5 non-profit organization.  Ms. Bechler will continue her 
work on a list of current research projects and report an update at the next meeting.  
Ms. DePuydt will provide Mrs. Bechler the contact information for Dr. Ann Blakey. 
 

3.4 Improve communication with French and Hispanic members through member 
liaisons. 
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3.4.1 Goal: Establish liaisons to help communicate with both the French and Hispanic 
communities to help them better understand the Rules and Regulations of FHANA/KFPS.  
Translate information from the website in both French and Spanish.   
 

Action Update:  Ms. Baker reported that Mr. Santana is available for translations when 
needed but is unsure if he wants to participate in the committee.  Mr. Tice recommends reaching 
out to Mr. Marquis Laude if French translations are needed. Ms. DePuydt will contact Carlos 
Macias to see if he would be willing to join the committee. 
 

7.2 Outreach programs to non-traditional communities and education tailored to their 
respective needs. 

 
7.2.1 Goal: Establish a program to help non-traditional communities (Amish & Spanish) to 

help them gain a better understanding of the Breed and the Association.   
 
Action Update: Ms. Baker reported she has sent a copy of the Mount Hope Spring Auction 

sales catalog to the committee and initiated a discussion of ideas regarding advertising and 
opportunities and educational outreach at these events.  Ms. DePuydt commented there were 
many cross-bred Friesians and B-Book horses in the same section of the catalog which would 
make it hard to place advertising targeting KFPS registered horses correctly in this sales catalog.  
Mr. Troyer recommended supporting Mr. Perry Miller’s Friesian sale because it has a separate 
day for KFPS registered horses, and those horses are separated in the sales catalog from cross-
bred horses. Ms. Osborn recommended setting up a FHANA booth at key auctions with 
marketing materials. Ms. Baker commented hard copy material handed out at the booth would be 
a better way to reach the Amish community as well.  Ms. DePuydt commented the booth also 
presents an opportunity to sign up new FHANA members and explain the registration process.  
Mr. Bron strongly agreed this is a good idea and it is also an opportunity to work with the 
Marketing Committee to promote FHANA.  Ms. DePuydt reminded the committee it will be 
important to develop a list of events and dates in 2021 so that shipping costs for the booth can be 
factored in to the 2021 budget. Ms. Osborn commented there is an opportunity to work with 
chapters that have members in the region of the auctions to introduce them to more local Friesian 
owners.  Mr. Troyer will develop a list of key auctions and sales with dates/approximate dates 
so the committee can determine which events they wish to target with the FHANA booth. 
 

7.3 Orientation to FHANA 101 
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7.3.1 Goal:  Establish a basic 101 class that can be easily shared with “New” to the breed 
members to better understand the breed and the association. 

 
Action Update: Mrs. Baker reported that she and Mrs. Tillman had begun to discuss this 

project and considerations about an online or virtual FHANA 101 course.  Ms. Osborn reported 
that the AGM Committee was in favor of the Education Committee developing a course for the 
2022 AGM and they would be happy to assist in the effort to organize the course.  Additionally, 
Ms. Osborn recommended reaching out to Ms. Marvel Jeffcoat (Membership Committee Chair) 
to gather feedback on member educational needs from recent surveys.  Ms. Baker and Ms. 
Tillman will continue to work on ideas for this project and report on their progress at the next 
meeting. 
 

7.4. Make all FHANA educational material available 
 
Action Update: Ms. DePuydt report on the figures and costs Mr. Tice provided that would be 

required to provide each new member of FHANA a copy of the KFPS’s new book, The Friesian 
Horse, as an educational resource.  Mr. Tice’s estimate was that approximately 270 books 
annually would be needed for first time Full and Business FHANA members.  The KFPS is not 
currently charging FHANA for the books so the only costs involved at this time are shipping 
from the NL to the USA at an approximate cost of $800 and shipping from the FHANA office to 
new members.  Mr. Tice confirmed the books would fit in the new member packets that are 
currently sent out and the cost would be $7.75. Ms. DePuydt recommended a total budget of 
$3,000 for this project which includes a small amount of overages for shipping costs.  Ms. Baker 
asked if this project should be a Membership Committee project.  Ms. DePuydt will contact Ms. 
Jeffcoat to see if this is a project the Membership Committee would prefer to take over as a 
member benefit.   

 
Ms. DePuydt reported on the organization of past educational articles from The Friesian and 

inquired if the committee liked the way the topics were organized.  Ms. DePuydt commented 
there is also a potential opportunity to work with The Phryso to include some of their articles on 
the FHANA website or at least a link to them in the articles section. The committee is in favor of 
the topics as currently structured.  Ms. DePuydt will work with Mr. Tice to get the articles 
uploaded to the FHANA website in line with how the google folders are organized. 
 
COMMITTEE PROJECTS 
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1. Updating the FHANA History on the FHANA Website.  Ms. Swiegart was unavailable 
for the meeting.  An update on this project will occur at the next meeting.    

 
2. Inspection Videos. Ms. Baker reported she and Mr. Bron had not yet received a response 

from Mr. Cazemier or Mr. Zilstra regarding their willingness to produce these videos. Ms. 
Osborn suggested reaching out to Ms. Suzy Stafford about a driving IBOP video.  Ms. DePuydt 
recommended reaching out to Ms. Jamie Van Linn for videos of handling/preparing foals and 
young horses. Ms. Osborn recommended reaching out to The Friesian Connection.  Ms. DePuydt 
recommended contacting the individual site hosts to see what members from their site have 
successful inspections vs. focusing on larger trainers.  Ms. Baker will move forward with these 
recommendations and provide an update at the next meeting. 

 
3. Articles for The Friesian Magazine.  Ms. Bechler reported on the comments from the 

committee that she received on her article (What to Do When Your Friesian Horse Dies).  Ms. 
Bechler will make final edits to the article and send it to Ms. Baker for submission to the 
Editorial Committee- due August 1st. Mr. Troyer reported Mr. Dumford from the Editorial 
Committee has reached out to him on his family’s member profile article and he is coordinating 
photography to go along with the article.  Mr. Troyer will continue to work with Mr. Dumford 
to develop this article due August 1st.  The committee discussed other topics for articles and 
agreed an article on Winter Care would be timely for the next edition.  Ms. Barnes agreed to 
develop an article on Winter Care due August 1st.  The committee discussed other topics for the 
next edition of the magazine due November 1st and will continue this discussion at the next 
meeting. 

 
4. Webinars.  The committee discussed potential dates for the Colic Webinar with Dr. 

Stidham from the Fenway Foundation and agreed on proposing Thursday October 4th at 7pm 
EST or Thursday October 8th at 7pm.  Ms. DePuydt will contact Dr. Stidham discuss these 
dates.  Ms. DePuydt reported she has not yet received confirmation from Dr. Taylor at Twin 
Creeks Podiatry if she is able to present the Laminitis webinar.  Ms. DePuydt will reach out to 
Dr. Taylor again and report back at the next meeting. Ms. DePuydt asked for suggestions for 
additional webinar topics.  Ms. Osborn recommended Chronic Pulmonary Lymphoedema (CPL).  
Ms. DePuydt will explore speakers for a CPL webinar and report back at the next meeting. 
Other ideas for future webinars: Megaesophagus, Aortic Rupture, Caring for Senior Friesians. 

 
5. Roundtable.  Ms. DePuydt inquired if Ms. Osborn has had any discussions yet with Mr. 

Tice regarding next year’s Education Courses as those plans will influence the committee’s 
budget requests for 2021.  Ms. Osborn reported she has not yet heard anything about 2021 
courses.  Ms. Osborn will reach out to Mr. Tice to inquire when he expects to have more 
information regarding 2021 courses.  The committee discussed education resources for North 
American runners again at length.  Ms. DePuydt and Ms. Bechler reported the FMC has had 
several discussions about interests and education for North American runners.  Some of the 
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recommendations from FMC representatives were to start small and potentially look at 
developing a team of runners from the Amish community and just starting with North American 
runners on one circuit vs. three.  However, there are still a lot of varying opinions amongst 
chapters and site hosts and there seems to be no consensus at this time. Ms. Baker proposed 
using some of the Amish runners to produce some of the handling videos the committee is 
working on to further socialize their abilities and the committee agreed this would be helpful.  
Ms. DePuydt commented even if one site would commit to using Amish and/or North American 
runners in 2021 it would demonstrate this is a real option for sites that want North American 
options.  Perhaps the program can start small and grow.  The committee agreed to stay flexible, 
continue to discuss ideas and be prepared to create education opportunities for North American 
runners if a consensus is reached on what site hosts need. 
 
Next Meeting.  Tuesday, July 28th at 7pm EST. 
 


