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FMC Meeting Minutes  
November 17, 2021, 2021 

Zoom Meeting 
 
In Attendance:   
 
Carrie Blair – Ohio Valley Friesian Horse Association 
Will Bron – Northwest Friesian Horse Club 
Marvel Jeffcoat – South Central Friesian Horse Association 
Danielle Barrasso - Friesian Horse Association of New England 
Klazien Sietsma - Alberta Friesian Horse Association 
Scott Kelnhofer – Great Lakes Friesian Horse Association 
Beth Sharpe – Lone Star Friesian Horse Club and  
Nina Miller – West Coast Friesian Horse Club 
Beatrice Whiteley – Friesian Horse Club of Southern California 
Joe Michielle – Cascadia Friesian Horse Club 
Danielle Piascik– Northeast Friesian Horse Club  
Anna Osinga – Atlantic Canada Friesian Horse Association 
Jack Vanderkooy – Ontario Friesian Horse Association 
 
Erin Miley – FHANA Board 
Jo Ann Clough– Administrator 
Kelly Twambly – Administrator  
 
Members Not Present: 
 
Sharon Bechler- Central California Friesian Horse Club  
Allison Sable – Mountain Time Friesian Chapter 
Jennifer McClelland - Michigan Friesian Horse Club 
Lori Brock – North Michigan Friesian Club  
Ruth Page – Sierra Nevada Friesian Horse Club 
Kay Veinotte – Pacific Friesian Horse Club 
Lisa Baker - FHANA Education Committee, FHAME Representative 
 
 

1. Call to Order- The Wednesday November 17, 2021, meeting was called to order by Ms. 
Twambly at 8:04 EDT. Ms. Bechler was unable to attend due to a family emergency. All 
were asked to keep Ms. Bechler and her family in their thoughts and prayers. 

 
2. Approval of the October Minutes - Ms. Twambly asked if there were any edits or 

changes needed for the minutes, none were suggested. Ms. Sharpe motioned to 
approve, and Mr. Kelnhofer seconded. The motion passed.  
 

3. FHANA Board Updates:  Ms. Miley reported that:  
 

a. The Cascadia Friesian Horse Club application was approved. 
b. FHANA developed an outline of BOD and committee member expectations.  
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c. The 2022 Budget was approved 
d. The FHANA Resource book is close to printing. This resource provides 

invaluable information on Friesian horse highlights, sought after articles, equine 
affairs, and the like. 

e. Grievance policy is in draft form and getting very close to being finalized. The 
BOD  incorporated the FMC suggestions as best they could. 

f. The motion to allow members to attend virtual BOD meetings live and on mute 
has been added to the December 2021 BOD agenda.  

g. Inspection winter/spring sites were approved. 
h. Ms Miley opened up the discussion for questions. Mr. Vanderkooy asked were 

the BOD is with regard to the KFPS MC representatives, specifically the status of 
the three former members Mr. Bron, Mr. van der Kooi, and Mr. Steenbeek. Ms. 
Miley indicated that Mr. Bron and Mr. van der Kooi were reinstated. Mr. 
Steenbeek’s term expired, and he was encouraged to run again for the KFPS 
MC. KFPS MC positions will be on the ballot along with the BOD positions. She 
indicated that currently Mr. Bron and Mr. Steenbeek are our KFPS  
representatives. Mr. Vanderkooy expressed concern that members have not 
been invited to nominate for the KFPS MC position. Ms. Miley reported that there 
is a special meeting scheduled for the BOD at the end of this month to address 
this. She indicated that the election process for the KFPS MC will differ from the 
BOD; they will be working out these process details at their meeting on the 29th. 
Mr. Bron’s position will be on the ballot. Ms. Miley encourage members to run. 
Mr. Bron, Mr. Vanderkooy, and Ms. van der Kooi put together a document that 
was sent to the BOD outlining processes to fill the KFPS MC positions. Ms. Miley 
indicated that much of what they recommended will be used and finalized at their 
November 29 meeting. There will likely be minor or added details. Mr. Bron 
expressed concern about the lack of communication regarding their dismissal 
and replacement of the Ladenraad members by the Board. This was concerning 
given there is a scheduled Ledenraad meeting next week Friday. He has not 
heard any more from the BOD other than they were reinstated. Mr. Bron 
indicated that his term will expire soon. He questioned why this position was not 
on the ballot. Ms. Miley agreed that this was time sensitive and that the special 
meeting on the 29th will hash this out and their intent is to have the elections 
occur together. Ms. Miley stated that Mr. Laude reached out to the KFPS and 
that Mr. Bron and Mr. van der Kooi will be FHANA’s KFPS MC representatives. It 
was asked who would be the BOD member at that meeting. Mr. Kelnhofer 
reminded all that we have a process document that recommended two elected 
KFPS MC members and one BOD member. He indicated that it should not be  a 
big deal to appoint a Board member. Ms. Miley indicated that are discussing the 
terms, KFPS has four year terms, and the BOD has three year terms. They need 
to work out their approach with these timelines. Ms. Sharpe asked why should 
we have BOD members sit on the KFPS. Mr. Bron indicated that he has not 
received any communications from FHANA since April and Ms. Miley indicated 
that the BOD reached out to KFPS members to express a formal written apology. 
Mr. Bron indicated that he and Mr. van der Kooi will attend next week Friday’s 
meeting and that there is also a meeting the following Monday for foreign 
countries. Mr. Bron is learning this information from the KFPS not FHANA. 
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.   
4. Inspections in 2022:  Ms. Miley and Ms. Clough reported the following: 

 
a. Board of Directors approved the winter/spring Inspections yesterday, 11/16/2021. 

 
b. FHANA and the KFPS met on November 5, 2021, to discuss the Inspection 

schedule for North America. We are now awaiting their feedback and approval. 
 

c. Foal Book to Studbook results for mares was received by the FHANA office. 
 

d. Age eligibility for foals at Inspections -  Ms. Miley asked the KFPS on November 
5, 2021, if they would grant an age waiver given the scheduling challenges in 
2022 (Inspections in August foaling season may still be active and there will be 
foals less than six weeks of age). The KFPS indicated that they would allow 
younger foals to participate in the Inspection, but it would be at the owner’s risk. 
Mr. Tice will confirm with the KFPS in writing that foals younger than six weeks 
can participate in 2022. 

 
e. Mr. Tice reported that the winter/spring Inspections will not have a formal 

program like the fall; it will be informal. The judges will have their own judging 
book. Not having a booklet in the winter/spring will save on costs. Mr. Tice will 
send a simple spreadsheet to winter/spring site hosts so they can create their 
own list for their participants.  

 
f. We do not know who the 2022 judges are at this time. 

 
g. KFPS leadership for Inspections will change December 1, 2021, Marieka has a 

new role.  
 

h. Scott indicated that the pandemic is an unprecedented event and that he is 
hoping this will not set new Inspection precedents moving forward. He indicated 
that we don’t want these changes to be the normal. Ms. Clough indicated that the 
Inspection Committee is working on processes to hardwire, formalize process 
steps for 2023 and beyond. She indicated that she understands his concerns and 
they will work to maintain the integrity of Inspection processes.  
 

5. Standardizing Temporary Replacements – Ms. Miller introduced the suggestion of 
standardizing the role and contributions of FMC substitutes at FMC meetings, for those 
who serve on subcommittees, or for those voting. She recommended that there by only 
one chapter representative per club on the email distribution and that we need to stop 
back and forth email communications from individuals who are not the designated 
chapter representative. Mr. Kelnhofer stated that he did not think it is a rampant problem, 
that these anomalies do not need a hard and fast rule. Ms. Twambly commented that 
according to Mr. Tice changes in who represents the club should be communicated to the 
chairperson and administrators in writing. Mr. Kelnhofer indicated that we have  
exuberant members, and if they are communicating inappropriately via email they should 
be told to knock it off. He indicated that they should not insert themselves when you have 
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an appointed representative; some folks get emotional and just hit the keyboard. Ms. 
Miller indicated that we need to ensure there is one name per club in the distribution list. 
Ms. Clough indicated that the administrators have cleaned up the distribution list and 
have called members who were not the designated representative that were 
communicating on FMC emails. Mr. Vanderkooy stated he understood Ms. Miller’s 
concern but did not encourage us to introduce new rules. He also indicated that FMC 
representatives are expected to make wise decisions on behalf of their chapter, indicating 
the FMC representative can do this without checking in with their chapter members for 
each and every decisions or votes.  
 

6. Discussion of Bylaw Reviews – Given Ms. Page was not present this agenda item was 
tabled. Mr. Kelnhofer offered to assist with bylaw reviews.  
 

7. FMC Representation at the BOD Meetings – Mr. Kelnhofer indicated that when he and 
Ms. DePuydt proposed the FMC to the BOD they discussed their approach to having a  
liaison between the FMC and BOD. Ideally this would be a reciprocal relationship. He 
indicated that an FMC representative be able to attend BOD meetings and not engage 
unless called upon. Mr. Kelnhofer is considering proposing a motion that we request a 
FMC member attend BOD meeting but that they remove themselves during Executive 
sessions. This approach is different then what we discussed; it is not just having a 
witness but that they could be called upon. Mr. Kelnhofer opened it up for discussion. Mr. 
Vanderkooy did recall these early days, but he has notes on file. He was quite impressed 
that Mr. Kelnhofer’s and Ms. DePuydt’s idea came to fruition. Mr. Vanderkooy stated that 
the FMC has an impact, he is pleased. He expressed concern that being on the Board, 
discussion have to be limited. There is more to discuss than what you have time for. Mr. 
Vanderkooy was not sure what we would gain with his suggestion. He stated that Ms. 
Miley brings much to the FMC. Currently the BOD meetings last up to five hours. It was 
noted that if we had a representative at the BOD meetings it would be a reciprocal 
courtesy. Mr. Bron indicated he agrees with both and hopefully the BOD functions 
differently in the future. Mr. Bron is not sure this idea is the way to go. The BOD are 
elected, and we should give them the chance to run the organization. If the BOD is not, 
the FMC has the ability to communicate concerns. Ms. Miller stated we are a young 
group, the FMC is growing, well meaning,  and diverse. She is not confident one can 
speak for all due to our diversity. Mr. Kelnhofer remarked that it appears the FMC does 
not want to move forward with this suggestion, Ms. Miller remarked if they turn down our 
initial motion from last month, lets revisit his suggestion. 
 

8. Roundtable -  Mr. Vanderkooy asked about the Vanderploeg Breeders Award, would 
these occur at the spring Inspections. He indicated that he hoped it would. There has 
been no breeder award the last two years. This award is financed by the Vanderploeg 
family. Ms. Miley will check on this with FHANA. Mr. Bron brought up the Stallion Show, 
indicating the KFPS is going full steam ahead despite the pandemic. There might be 
seats available. Mr. Bron is planning a trip with his spouse, Theresa, they have seats and 
hotels. The NL is locked down for the next three weeks and at the Prom Show you cannot 
have more than four people in the yard. If the show does not happen because of the virus 
you get your money returned. Mr. Bron indicated this is out of the hands of the KFPS 
when dealing with a pandemic. The KFPS has to work on this and move forward 
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otherwise they could lose a lot of money. Mr. Vanderkooy informed all they need to be  
double vaccinated. To go on tour, you need to be vaccinated. Travelers need a PCR test 
72 hours before leaving the NL. If the test is positive, you may have to go into quarantine. 
Mr. Bron reported that Ms. Leyendekker passed away the beginning of the month. Ms. 
Miley will inform FHANA so they can extend their condolences. Mr. Leyendekker is in the 
FHANA Hall of Fame. Ms Miley reminded all that chapter renewals are due February 
2022. Mr. Vanderkooy asked if there are two BOD vacancies, Mr. Laude and Ms. 
Palermo. He asked who has been nominated so far.? Is that information available? He 
asked that by the third week members be allowed to know. He stated It is our 
responsibility to take this on annually, we need a pleural number of nominees. We need 
the best people on the BOD. Ms. Miley responded that there are three, two three year 
and one year term. Mr. Vanderkooy indicated that incumbents should be encouraged to 
runt, that it takes time to get your feet on the ground. Ms. Sharpe indicated that Ms. 
Palermo is not running again. Mr. Kelnhofer stated he would echo Mr. Vanderkooy’s 
statement to develop or endorse candidates. With respect who gets a three year versus a 
one year term when elected, it was asked if it is based on the vote number. Ms. Sharpe 
indicated yes. Mr. Kelnhofer expressed concern that the removal of a BOD members has 
not been discussed in an open forum. Mr. Bron stated we need better rules and 
regulations, that the voting process is vague, and Ledenraad not solved. Mr. Kelnhofer 
acknowledged the work and contributions of Ms. Miley as our liaison. 
 

9. Next Meeting Date – December 16, 2021 
 

10. Motion to Adjourn  –  Ms. Beth mentioned to adjourn, and Mr. Scott seconded the 
motion.  
 
 
 

Happy Thanksgiving to all! 
 

 
 

 
 
Recorder – Jo Clough 
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