
 

Health Committee Meeting Agenda:  August 25th, 2022 
 
In Attendance: Angie DePuydt (Chair), Jo Clough (Board Liaison), Lisa Domeier, Caron Osborn, Tracey 
Estes, Geneva Maxwell, Becca McCartney. 
 
Not Present: Dr. Jennifer Melgey, Amiee Ziller. 
 
Budget Information 
Measure Goal: $0    Measure Actual: $0 
Revenue Budget: $0    Revenue Actual: $0 
Expense Budget: $10,000   Expense Actual: $9,652 
   
1.  FHANA Strategic Planning Goals. 
 

1.1 Leader in Genetic Research And Equine Wellness. Goal: To be the leader in the equine industry 
within the Friesian horse in genetic research and equine wellness.  We want to work hand in hand with other 
Agencies, Universities, Non-Profits, and Foundations to be the leaders in research and help support them with 
their research.   

 
Goal Action Update:  Ms. Osborn provided a draft of the 2023 grant program documents.  Ms. DePuydt will 

add the rubric used to evaluate proposals to the documents, update the FHANA logo and send it back out to 
the committee.  The committee agreed to review the documents between now and the next meeting so the 
documents can be approved and submitted to the FHANA board in October.   
 

4.4 Sponsor Genetic Research.  Goal:  Reach out to various Universities and Foundations to help support 
their research.  Help promote their research through our magazine and social media channels to help get the 
information out to the public. 

 
Goal Action Update:  Ms. Estes provided an update on her efforts to connect with universities to inform 

them of FHANA’s grant program and offer collaboration assistance to universities that might want to include 
Friesians in their research.  Several university research programs requested a meeting with the Health 
Committee and the summary of those meetings is as follows: 

 
- University of Georgia, Dr. Jaroslava Halper. UGA will submit a proposal for 2023.  Dr. Halper 

requested study candidates (apx. 6-10 Friesians) to explore potential connections between 
Degenerative Suspensory Ligament Disease (DSLD) and connective tissue disorders in Friesians.  Ms. 
DePuydt worked with Dr. Halper to develop the list of study candidates for this project.   
 

- Louisiana State University, Dr. Frank Andrews, Dr. Clayton Forbes. LSU will submit a proposal for 
2023.  LSU's research program has particular interest/depth in equine supplements, the microbiome and 
ulcers.  Dr. Andrews volunteered to do a webinar on Equine Gastric Ulcer Syndrome for FHANA.  LSU is 
enthusiastic to collaborate with FHANA, provide research contacts and educational support. Dr. Forbes 



 

requested to receive a copy of New Bolton's winning proposal for the 2022 FHANA Research Grant 
Program to better understand how their proposals can be competitive for the grant.  The Health 
Committee does not recommend providing or publishing proposals.  However, the committee agreed it 
would be beneficial to provide our evaluation rubric in the grant documentation so that submitters can 
better understand how FHANA evaluates proposals. 
 

- Oklahoma State University, Dr. Reed Holyaok and Dr. Dale Kelly.  OSU will submit a proposal for 
2023.  OSU's research program has done a lot of work in fertility. Dr. Kelly's particular interest is in 
stallion fertility and Dr. Holyaok's interest is in the uterine microbiome which the committee found to be 
very fascinating.  Dr. Kelly volunteered to do a webinar for FHANA on stallion fertility.  The attendees 
discussed the Impaired Acrosomal Reaction (IAR) Subfertility Risk gene and the available genetic 
testing.  This was very fascinating and something Friesian owners don't seem to be aware of.  Dr. 
Holyaok requested study candidates (apx. 10 mares) to facilitate a PhD's research project on the 
Friesian uterine microbiome. 
 

- Texas A&M, Dr. Noah Cohen.  This meeting was slightly disappointing.  Dr. Cohen advised the 
committee he felt the low amount of funding for FHANA’s grant program was not proportionate with 
ambitious goals and research focus areas.  He suggested withholding the annual amount for many 
years to accrue a larger amount of money to better fund a single research project or donating the funds 
to a larger organization that grants funds for research. The committee decided after this meeting not to 
change the grant program’s goals or focus areas.  While the amount of funding is small compared to 
other grant programs, the committee still feels it is a step forward towards promoting more research and 
that the program is worth continuing.  With time, the committee hopes the funding and donations from 
members will increase.  
 

Ms. DePuydt provided the study information and list/numbers of horses that Dr. Halper at UGA will need for 
her research regarding correlations between DSLD and connective tissue disorders in Friesians.  The 
committee reviewed the information and agreed with developing an announcement for this research study and 
recruitment of candidate horses for FHANA members who would like to participate.  The committee was very 
enthusiastic to establish relationships like this with researchers and felt the service the committee can provide 
to help researchers find Friesians for their studies is a win/win.  Ms. DePuydt stressed to the committee 
members that any information provided by owners about a horse’s medical information is private and must be 
protected.   
 

The committee liked campaign and hashtag “My Friesian Made a Difference” that was used to promote the 
new Participate in Research tab on the FHANA website. Ms. DePuydt let the committee know that through that 
post, Fenway was contacted by a Friesian owner in Switzerland who saw the post and volunteered her horse 
to participate in the Delayed Gastric Emptying/Gastric Rupture study.  The committee was excited their efforts 
are already encouraging more Friesians to participate in research.   

 
Ms. Estes volunteered to serve as the committee's Research Coordinator and the committee 

enthusiastically agreed.  Her role will be to manage the FHANA research email address 



 

(research@fhana.com) and screen potential study candidates by validating their status or diagnosis via vet 
reports or necropsies. Ms. Estes will coordinate with researchers to guide study candidates to them for 
acceptance into their studies.  
 
2. Committee Member Projects.   
 

Ms. Osborn – Chronic Progressive Lymphedema (CPL) and Chronic Proliferative Pastern 
Dermatitis (CPPD).  Ms. Osborn is still working towards an article on CPPD.  The committee has unfortunately 
not been able to locate a veterinarian that is well versed in CPPD. 
  

Ms. Domeier – Collagen Related Connective Tissue Disorders.  Ms. Domeier has not made contact 
with Dr. Ploeg yet, but she will try to reach out to her again. 
 
 Ms. Maxwell – Equine Behavioral Science, Social Housing, Natural Movement.   Ms. Maxwell 
reported she is waiting for the owner of Gawsworth Track Livery in the UK to provide the responses to the 
interview questions she has sent to her.  She will reach out to her again to remind her.  Ms. DePuydt 
commented that Dr. Husted at TLAR has some connections in the area of equine welfare, social housing, etc. 
and she will write an introductory email to ask Dr. Husted to provide some contacts to Ms. Maxwell. 
 
 Ms. McCartney – Vitamin E.  Ms. McCartney reported Kentucky Performance Products did respond to 
her email and give permission for their articles on Vitamin E to be reprinted in the magazine.  Ms. McCartney is 
currently treating a horse for Vitamin E deficiency, and she is hoping to have that horse successfully treated so 
that experience can be included.  She is still working towards the November 1st article submission deadline.  
 

Ms. Clough – Large Animal Emergency Response.  Ms. Clough reported Dr. Husted, the founder of 
Technical Large Animal Rescue, will do a webinar in November related to trailer safety and trailer accidents.  
Dr. Husted is interested in including information from our members involving accidents they have been in to 
help educated others and personalize the webinar towards FHANA members.  She is also interested in doing a 
webinar on barn fire safety for FHANA.  The committee agreed the trailer safety/accident webinar would likely 
run long and it would be best to split it into two parts.  Dr. Husted will also be providing an article on trailer 
safety for the FHANA magazine.   
 
 Ms. DePuydt – Webinars.  Dr. Husted will be doing a two part webinar on trailer safety and trailer 
accidents at the end of October and beginning November 2022.  Dr. Kelley from OSU would like to do a 
webinar on stallion fertility. The committee agreed it would be nice to do a two part webinar on mare fertility 
and stallion fertility to take place early February 2023 before the AGM and prior to breeding season. Ms. 
DePuydt reported Dr. Andrews from LSU has volunteered to do a webinar on Equine Gastric Ulcer Syndrome 
and she will try to schedule this webinar for March 2023. Additionally, Dr. Bellone is interested in doing a 
webinar on her research regarding Bilateral Corneal Stroma Loss in Friesian Horses and Ms. DePuydt will look 
at April 2023 dates for that webinar. 
 



 

3.  September Health Social Media Posts.  The committee discussed social media content ideas for 
September and agreed to develop the following content.  Ms. DePuydt will prepare the posts and submit them 
to Mr. Tice. 
 

- Request for Friesians to Participate in UGA’s Research Study (Correlations between DSLD and 
Connective Tissue Disorders in Friesian Horses). 

- Introduction of Ms. Estes as the Health Committee’s Research Coordinator and reminder of the 
“Participate in Research” tab. 

- Previous Webinar- Colic Considerations for the Friesian Horse 
- Grant Program – Basic info and encourage members to donate.  

 
4. 2023 FHANA Budget Requests.  The committee discussed this item and agreed to submit the following 
requests.  Ms. Domeier agreed to research costs for the ribbons or other similar item and provide an update in 
the next week. 
 

- 2023 FHANA Research Grant Program Funding: $10,000 
- Health Education Item for AGM gift bags (Laminated Trailer Safety Checklist Card): $200 
- “I Donated” ribbon for FHANA AGM to promote donations for the grant program at the AGM: TBD. 

 
5.  Improving Collection of Death Data.  Ms. DePuydt reported she sent the request items to Mr. Tice to 
explore the possibility and cost of the following items.  Ms. DePuydt will hopefully have an update on the 
feasibility of adding these items to the website next month. 
 

- Adding the requirement to the online FHANA membership renewal process to verify all the 
member’s information is current and correct, including contact information and horses listed under 
their profile.  By adding this step, members can then be prompted to report the sale or death of 
horses on their profile. By requiring all the data under the profile to be verified, perhaps this will not 
single out the sensitive topic of reporting a death and prompt members who do not know about 
reporting death data to do so.  

- Adding the ability/requirement to upload a vet report or necropsy report at the time death data is 
reported through the FHANA website.  Its critical an accurate diagnosis of the cause of death 
accompany death data, otherwise the data is unverified and potentially inaccurate which could lead 
to incorrect assumptions about trends and health issues. 

 
6. Next Meeting.  The next meeting will be held Thursday, September 29th at 7pm EST. 
 
Minutes presented by Angie DePuydt. 


