
 

Health Committee Meeting Agenda:  October 20th, 2022 
 
In Attendance: Angie DePuydt (Chair), Jo Clough (Board Liaison), Caron Osborn, Tracey Estes, Becca 
McCartney. 
 
Not Present: Dr. Jennifer Melgey, Amiee Ziller, Geneva Maxwell, Lisa Domeier 
 
Budget Information 
Measure Goal: $0    Measure Actual: $0 
Revenue Budget: $0    Revenue Actual: $0 
Expense Budget: $10,000   Expense Actual: $9,652 
   
1.  FHANA Strategic Planning Goals. 
 

1.1 Leader in Genetic Research and Equine Wellness. Goal: To be the leader in the equine industry 
within the Friesian horse in genetic research and equine wellness.  We want to work hand in hand with other 
Agencies, Universities, Non-Profits, and Foundations to be the leaders in research and help support them with 
their research.   

 
Goal Action Update:  No action during this meeting.  The 2023 Research Grant Program documents have 

been sent to the board for review.   
 

4.4 Sponsor Genetic Research.  Goal:  Reach out to various Universities and Foundations to help support 
their research.  Help promote their research through our magazine and social media channels to help get the 
information out to the public. 

 
Goal Action Update:  Ms. Estes provided an update on the effort to recruit Friesian study candidates for the 

University of Georgia’s (UGA) connective tissue/DSLD study.  Recruiting study candidates continues to be 
challenging for due to the cost to participate, roughly $100-$400 for the sample collection plus shipping costs, 
and the aversion many owners have to having a punch biopsy taken from their horse.  UGA does not have 
funding to reimburse owners.  Currently there are two control horses that have committed, and one horse 
affected with DSLD.  Ms. DePuydt felt Fenway could likely provide two horses with megaesophagus for the 
study.  Ms. Estes has a few horses she is waiting to hear back on.  Ms. DePuydt agreed to see if there are any 
Friesians with CPPD in the CPL Facebook group that would be willing to participate.  Ms. Clough agreed to 
provide photos and videos from her horse’s sample collection in the event owners would like to know what the 
collection procedure looks like. 
 
2. Committee Member Projects.   
 

Ms. Osborn – Chronic Progressive Lymphedema (CPL) and Chronic Proliferative Pastern 
Dermatitis (CPPD).  Ms. Osborn is still planning to do an article on CPPD but the article will have to be 
scheduled for the next edition as it is not ready currently. 



 

  
Ms. Domeier – Collagen Related Connective Tissue Disorders.  Ms. Domeier was not present to 

discuss her project. 
 
 Ms. Maxwell – Equine Behavioral Science, Social Housing, Natural Movement.   Ms. Maxwell was 
not present but reported prior to the meeting that her tack is operational now and she is making 
improvements/additions to her track system.  This content will be included in her article about track systems.   
 
 Ms. McCartney – Vitamin E.  Ms. McCartney discussed potential dates for the Vitamin E webinar and 
she will see what dates work best for her presenter so this webinar can be scheduled.   
 

Ms. Clough – Large Animal Emergency Response.  Ms. Clough reported the two part webinar on 
trailer safety will be conducted on October 27th and November 3rd.  Ms. DePuydt will contact Dr. Husted to 
ensure she is ready for next Thursday’s webinar. 
 
 Ms. DePuydt – Webinars.  Dr. Kelley from OSU has agreed to do a two part webinar on stallion fertility 
and mare fertility tentatively scheduled for early February 2023. Dr. Andrews from LSU has agreed to do a 
webinar on Equine Gastric Ulcer Syndrome tentatively scheduled for March 2023. Dr. Bellone has agreed to do 
a webinar on her research regarding Bilateral Corneal Stroma Loss in Friesian Horses tentatively scheduled for 
April 2023. 
 
3.  November Health Social Media Posts.  The committee discussed social media content ideas for October 
and agreed to develop the following content.  Ms. DePuydt will prepare the posts and submit them to Mr. Tice. 
 

- Remind FHANA members about donations to the FHANA Research Grant Program 
- Short video on how to report a death in the FHANA database 
- Post on the specific horses still needed for the UGA study 
- Post highlighting member Christina Gregory and her horse that participated in the equine microbiome 

research project   
 
4.  Silent Auction Basket to Support the Grant Program.  Ms. DePuydt will check with Mr. Tice to see 
where items can be sent for the silent auction baskets.   

- Ms. Osborn will donate a Freedman black leather halter. 
- Ms. DePuydt will donate a P.S. of Sweden dressage pad, a Fenway Medical Poster, and Birthday 

Calendar. 
- Ms. Clough will donate a stallion print of the winner’s choice from the Fenway Foundation. 
- Ms. Estes will donate an emergency medical kit from TN Equine Hospital. 

 
5.  Grant Program Donation Drive at AGM 

- Ms. Clough will follow up with the AGM Committee to confirm they are OK with this initiative and that we 
coordinate with them well in advance to ensure we do this smoothly. 



 

- Ms. DePuydt will check with Mr. Tice to get an idea of what would be the best way to collect donations 
throughout the AGM.   

- Ms. Osborn suggested a goal of raising $10 per attendee, roughly $1,500. 
- Ms. DePuydt will look into a thermometer-like display to track the progress of donations throughout the 

event. 
- Ms. Clough suggested if there is going to be a chapter basket contest again perhaps the winning 

chapters would donate a portion of their winnings (maybe 10%) to the grant program. 
- Ms. DePuydt suggested we consider asking a Friesian related business to “match” up to a certain dollar 

amount of donations taken during the AGM. 
 
6. Next Meeting.  The next meeting will be held Thursday, November 17th at 7pm EST. 
 
Minutes presented by Angie DePuydt. 


